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Hate crimes are as a result of racism, gender, ethnic background, sexual orientation among others. One aspect that I found interesting in this resources on the death of Mathew Shepard, is that a university student was assaulted by men who were in the pretense that they were gay. Mathew Shepard who was gay could not comprehend the animosity that was associated by him being gay in the society. The perpetrators of the crime assaulted him as he was gay as they told him later that they are not gay and their intentions were to rob him. One of the perpetrators would hurl insults to him such as fag, a queer, which meant that they had negative attitudes towards the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) group.
This case was the birth of a revolution in the country as it changed the American perspectives on hatred towards sexual orientation. The horrific killing of Mathew Shepard due to anti-gay hate crime led to the legislation of Hate Crimes Prevention Act which is known as the Matthew Shepard Act passed in 2009 by President Barrack Obama. This means that the murder of Matthew Shepard inspired the legislation of Hate Crime in American history. The legacy of Matthew has inspired millions of individuals in America to erase all forms of hate.
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